SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
East. But the Islamic invasion of the Mediterranean
put a stop to this continued development to what had
been important commercial activity in the Roman
Empire. In consequence of this isolation from the
East, the countries of the Western Empire were
thrown back upon the soil for their entire support. In
the consequent intensive cultivation of the soil under
the domination of primitive Christian and pagan
princes (the divided remnants of the Carolingian
Empire), the Feudal system, a system of inalienable and
hereditary rights and duties, emerged. Such a system,
founded upon agriculture and an absence of large-scale
trading, together with a local political system that
derived from the bishoprics of the Christian Roman
Empire, was contrary to the spirit of commerce, which
developed independently. Later on cities were built,
first under the protection of the ecclesiastical authority,
by merchants and craftsmen on the basis of the
exchange of the grain of the countryside for the
manufactures of the towns, and short-distance oversea
trade. The principal manufactures were textiles and
iron goods. Wool was grown in England and the Low
Countries and worked into materials by the master
craftsmen and their apprentices in the new towns.
Bankers and traders conducted the commercial enter-
prise of the trading Leagues of cities, with their great